where the nucleic acid molecule is modified, where appropriate, 
in a manner known per se for analytical detection methods, in 
particular for those based on hybridization and/or amplification. 

6. (Amended) Nucleic acid molecule according to claim 1, 
characterized in that up to 20% of at least 10 successive 
nucleotides of its nucleotide chain, in particular 1 or 2 
nucleotides, have been replaced by analogous building blocks 
known per se for probes and/or primers, in particular by 
nucleotides not naturally present in bacteria. 

7. (Amended) Nucleic acid molecule according to claim 1, 

\I 

ip characterized in that the nucleic acid molecule has been modified 

0j or labeled by or additionally by having one or more radioactive 

?T groups, colored groups, fluorescent groups, groups for 

y- immobilization on a solid phase and/or groups for an indirect or 

jU direct reaction, in particular for an enzymatic reaction, in 

'SIMS 1 

?ft particular with the aid of antibodies, antigens, enzymes and/or 

f* substances with affinity to enzymes or enzyme complexes, and/or 

m otherwise modifying or modified groups of a nucleic acid- like 

M ; structure. 

8. (Amended) Kit for analytical detection methods, in particular 
for detecting bacteria of the species Listeria monocytogenes , 
characterized by one or more nucleic acid molecules according to 
claim 1 . 



9, (Amended) Use of one or more of nucleic acid molecules 
according to claim 1 for detecting the presence of absence of 
bacteria of the species Listeria monocytogenes . 



12. (Amended) Use according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
bacteria to be detected are distinguished from the bacteria not 



2 



to be detected on the basis of differences in the genomic DNA 
and/or RNA in at least one nucleotide position in the region of 
one of the nucleic acid molecules . 

Kindly add new claim 13: 
--13. (New) Use of a kit according to claim 8 for detecting the 
presence of absence of bacteria of the species Listeria, 
monocytogenes . - - 



Initially, Applicants claim small entity status for this 
application. The claims of the above-identified application 
have been amended to remove all multiple dependencies. No new 
matter has been added. Accordingly, an early examination of the 
application is respectfully requested. 
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